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In case you missed page seventy-nine of last Saturday’s edition of The  
Advertiser  (like most South Australians), we thought we had better share some  
of it with you. The article below is a bit of a blur, just like it’s position in the  
weekend tabloid, but if you zoom to 200% you will be able to read what most 
South Australians missed. 

We also thought we’d better go to the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary to check on the  
current meaning of the word ‘several’. Perhaps there had been a semantic shift. We  
discovered that there are several meanings for ‘several’. However, as commonly used, 
‘several’ still means ‘a few, not a lot’. 
 
      Several /’sev(ə)r(ə)l/ a., n., adv., & pron.  
      2. More than two but not many 
 
Minister Holloway’s spokesperson, quoted in the article above, might like to reconsider the 
sentence which contained the following “… and several from both sides came back saying 
they didn’t like the way we addressed the issue…”  The government received 450  
submissions as part of its Seeking a Balance  public consultation process. With 82% of  
respondents rejecting the proposed new framework for management of the Northern  
Flinders Ranges and calling for greater protection of the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary 
from exploration and mining, use of the word ‘several’ in this way was quite misleading.  
 
We are encouraged that the government has accepted the judgement by respondents that 
Seeking a Balance was a flawed document that must be abandoned. However, we believe 
that those respondents who, collectively, invested hundreds of hours to craft well  
articulated and thoroughly researched responses to Seeking a Balance deserve more than a 
whisper on page seventy-nine. A joint statement from the two ministers whose agencies  
collaborated to develop the proposed new management framework is what we require.  
 
Please continue to use your social networks and every media opportunity to advocate for 
Arkaroola’s full protection. Write to the Premier at The Hon M D Rann MP, Premier, GPO 
Box 2343, Adelaide SA 5001 or email at premier@sa.gov.au 
 
For more information go to:  
www.savearkaroola.com.au  or  
www.arkaroola.com.au/breakingnews.php 


